A New Strategy for the Destabilization of Double-Stranded Nucleic Acids by Phenylalkylamine Derivatives.
Drastic reduction in the melting points indicates considerable destabilization of double-stranded (ds) nucleic acids by stabilization of unfolded polymer parts with phenylalkylamine derivatives. These ligands cannot intercalate into ds duplex forms, but can stack with unfolded parts if the spacers separating the phenyl rings have the appropriate length.